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After sixty years, this
is just the beginning!
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NATIONAL PARK
INFORMATION
AT WALLTOWN
QUARRY

In 1956, the world was rocked by Elvis Presley performing Hound Dog for the first time,
Marilyn Monroe married Arthur Miller and the world reverberated to the Hungarian Revolution
and the Suez Crisis, but it was also the year that Northumberland National Park was officially
designated; with the aim of ensuring its wild, upland landscapes with their distinctive and
rich heritage, were sustained for the benefit of the nation. Over the last 60 years it’s residents,
farmers and landowners, and many organisations including the National Park Authority
have been working together to ensure that it remains just as beautiful and just as accessible
with opportunities for all to enjoy and appreciate it’s special qualities.

Often described as ‘the land of the far horizon,’ there is a wild beauty in Northumberland
National Park that is so uplifting. It bestows a sense of wellness just from being immersed in
open and tranquil countryside, surrounded by the sounds and sights of nature and the stars
above. You just have to experience it, to feel it. Northumbrians are passionate about their
way of life and take pride in sharing it with you. You’ll discover wonderful food, enjoy local
festivals and be able to explore ancient sites of international significance. Picturesque towns
and villages provide everything you need to make your stay special.
Northumberland National Park together with part of Kielder Water & Forest Park, is England’s
only International Dark Sky Park (Gold Tier). On a clear night you can see the Milky Way,
and even the Andromeda Galaxy (2.5 million light years away) with the naked eye!
We are not standing still. 2017, will see the opening of the Sill - National Landscape Discovery
Centre on Hadrian’s Wall. In partnership with the YHA, this brand new discovery centre
will transform how people of all ages will understand and explore the landscapes, history
and heritage of Northumberland and the wider North East. It will be a year-round and
all-weather venue with accommodation, retail and cafe facilities, but it will also be gateway to
Northumberland’s landscapes and people. A significant activity programme will be developed
to inspire the next generation to continue valuing and conserving this beautiful part of the
world. The Sill - National Landscape Discovery Centre is being generously supported by
the Heritage Lottery Fund.

And to cap it all we have just been awarded
BBC Countryfile Magazine
National Park of the Year 2015/16

CALL IN

telephone
or email for
VISITOR
information

Walltown Quarry
Country Park
Near Greenhead
Hadrian’s Wall CA8 7JD
T: 01434 344396

E: visit@nnpa.org.uk
OPEN
April - October:
Daily 9.30am - 5pm

Winter:
Weekends only 10am - 3pm

Our main centre for information
this year is Walltown Quarry
Country Park located next to
the Roman Army Museum, a
mile north of Greenhead, just
off the Military Road (B6318).
Our friendly Information Staff
based at this small visitor centre
are on hand to help you plan
your day with useful information
and local insight. They can also
book you onto any National
Park event, including volunteer
led walks and stargazing activities.
There is also free WiFi and a
range of locally sourced gifts
and refreshments on offer.
Look out for events planned
at Walltown this summer.

The good old days...

www.northumberlandnational
park.org.uk

Like us on:

Facebook: NorthumberlandNP

Follow us on:

Twitter: @NlandNP

Shillmoor, Upper Coquetdale

Walltown Quarry Country Park

INFORMATION POINTS

NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK VISITOR GUIDE 2016

You will find our National Park Information Points in friendly local
businesses, such as pubs and tea rooms. They have a range of visitor
information about attractions and walks in the vicinity, and can
answer any questions about the local area. A few have free WiFi
so you can download walk routes and information from our
website: www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk
Please check
Look out for our signs outside the 14 places listed below.
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Sheila at Valley Cottage Cafe, Ingram

1
Walltown Quarry Country Park
Near Greenhead CA8 7JD
T: 01434 344396

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk

2
Greenhead Tea Room
Greenhead CA8 7HE
T: 016977 47400

www.heartofhadrianswall.com

3
Twice Brewed Inn
Military Road NE47 7AN
T: 01434 344534
www.twicebrewedinn.co.uk

4
Simonburn Tea Rooms
Simonburn NE48 3AW
T: 01434 681321

www.simonburntearooms.com

To Carlisle

5
Old School Tea Room
Falstone NE48 1AA
T: 01434 240459

www.falstonetearoom.co.uk

6
Camien Cafe
Rochester NE19 1RH
T: 01830 520161

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk

7
Old School House Tea Room
Elsdon NE19 1AA
T: 01830 520389

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk
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Simonburn

Hadrian’s
Wall

3
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Wark

Stonehaugh

Brocolitia

Twice Brewed

Bardon Mill
HALTWHISTLE

8
Shepherds Walks
Rothbury NE65 7UP
T: 01669 621044

www.shepherdswalks.co.uk

9

4
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Wall
Acomb

To Newcastle

Haydon
Bridge HEXHAM

River Tyne

12
Valley Cottage Cafe
Ingram NE66 4LT
T: 01665 578948

www.facebook.com/valleycottage

13

The Star Inn
Harbottle NE65 7DG
T: 01669 650221

Cafe Maelmin
Milfield NE71 6JD
T: 01668 216323

10

14

The Rose & Thistle
Alwinton NE65 7BQ
T: 01669 650226

The Border Hotel
Kirk Yetholm TD5 8PQ
T: 01573 420237

www.coquetdale.net

www.roseandthistlealwinton.com

www.cafemaelmin.co.uk

www.theborderhotel.com

11
Barrowburn Tea Room
Upper Coquetdale NE65 7BP
T: 01669 621176
www.barrowburn.com

Tourist Information Centre
Wooler Padgepool Place
NE71 6BL T: 01668 282123
www.wooler.org.uk

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk
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Look for our Rangers

When out and about you may bump into one of our National Park Rangers. We have
seven Rangers and a Manager, who are always happy to stop for a chat about what they’re
working on. They can help with route planning, and give you a bit of local advice about the
best pub or tearoom that’s nearby too.
Three of our Rangers are based at Rothbury, and cover Simonside, the Coquet Valley and the
Cheviot Hills, whilst four of the Rangers are based at Walltown Quarry Country Park, covering
the Hadrian’s Wall area and up through the North Tyne Valley. Gary has responsibility for
the maintenance of the Hadrian’s Wall Path National Trail.

Rangers
at work

The Rangers do great work to protect the special qualities of Northumberland National
Park, while also creating a wonderful environment for visitors to enjoy. This includes
maintaining the Rights Of Way network, woodland management, practical nature conservation
projects, site maintenance of car parks as well as delivering educational activities. They
also provide a valuable link between local communities, visitors and partner organisations.
For further information E: rangers@nnpa.org.uk

Mark

Margaret

Paget
(the Manager)

Shaun
Michael

Sally

VOLUNTEERS in Northumberland National Park

Giving young people a chance

Are you aged 16-25...?
Looking to spend more time in the great outdoors?

We have a range of volunteering opportunities for young people. Whether you are
interested in getting out and about in the National Park or looking to pursue a career
in the countryside sector, we can help you get involved through our Young Volunteer
Rangers Placement Project.
For further details contact Jane Riddell (Ranger)
E: jane.riddell@nnpa.org.uk

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/about/jobs-training/youth-volunteering/

The National Park provides short-term placements for individuals, aged 16 to 25, with
an interest in pursuing a career in the environmental/countryside sector. We take placements
twice a year (April and September) and they are based with one of our Ranger teams,
either in Rothbury or at Walltown.The aim of the placements is to develop on-the-job skills
through a range of practical tasks, working with groups of volunteers of all abilities, and
engaging and dealing with the public. The placements become actively involved in the care
and management of the National Park, including its sites, woodlands and nature reserves.
Individuals also have the opportunity to work towards their John Muir Explorer Award,
an environmental award scheme focused on wild places.

young volunteers

Gary

Jane

When our view
became Google
Street View

Northumberland National Park Staff and
Volunteers captured views of Hadrian’s
Wall, and the Pennine Way with Google
Trekker during May 2015. The imagery
has been added to Street View in Google
Maps, with interactive 360° imagery that
allows you to go on a self-guided tour
of our landscape. The equipment had
previously been used to map the Grand
Canyon and the Great Barrier Reef !
Log on to our website to take a look:
www.northumberlandnationalpark.
org.uk/google-trekker

Paul
(Volunteer)

Take a
look on
Google Street
View

Join us on a GUIDED WALK led by
our National Park Volunteers
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The Programme of 73 walks has been graded with occasional and leisure walkers in mind.
EASY (E) - Usually a shorter walk with points of interest, which may include some unsurfaced paths.
MODERATE (M) - Intermediate walk, which may include some steep paths and open country.
STRENUOUS (S) - Longer walk for regular walkers who are confident in their abilities to cope with steep
paths, open country and some rough ground.
Easy (E) and Moderate (M) walks are £5.00. Strenuous (S) walks £8.00. Navigation training walks are £20.00 for
both Introductory and Advanced Level. Children under 16 are free. Sorry, no dogs other than assistance dogs.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

HADRIAN’S WALL

From

STEEL RIGG

28 Mar (M) Sycamore Gap

1

1 Jun (M) Hadrian's Wall

13 July (M) Flowers & Birds
20 July (M) Sycamore Gap
7 Aug (S) Three Loughs

24 Aug (M) Hadrian's Wall
7 Sept (S) Hadrian's Wall
CAWFIELDS

2

8 May (M) Roman Aqueduct
23 Oct (M) Roman Roads
WALLTOWN

3

20 April (S) Aesica & Thirlwall
15 Jun (M) Aesica Fort

3 July (M) Walltown Flowers
25 Sept (M) Aesica Fort
GREENHEAD

29 Aug (M) Irthing Valley
NEWBROUGH

21 Sept (M) Roman Wall
HOUSESTEADS

18 May (S) Sewingshields

4
5
6

25 May (M) Seldom Seen

For further information, and to book a place Tel: 01434 344396 or pick up a leaflet
Log on to: www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/volunteerguidedwalks

NORTH TYNE &
REDESDALE

From

STONEHAUGH

15 May (S) Pennine Way
BELLINGHAM

2 May (E) Hareshaw Linn

11 Sept (M) Hareshaw Area
GREENHAUGH

17 Apr (M) Tarset & Dally

11

5 Jun (M) Tarsetdale

29 Jun (M) Tarset & Sidwood
CAMIEN CAFE

27 Apr (M) Brigantium
BYRNESS CHURCH

11 May (S) Pennine Way
CATCLEUGH

12
13
14

1 May (E) The Black House
5 Jun ( E) The Black House
3 Jul (E) The Black House

7 Aug (E) The Black House
ELSDON

10 Apr (S) Elsdon Circuit

15

18 Sept (S) Medieval Elsdon

BARDON MILL

7

SIMONBURN

8

8 Jun (M) Ravesheugh

ROTHBURY

16

TOSSON LIME KILN

17

From

16 Oct (S) Simonside
30 May (S) Tosson Hill
HOLYSTONE

18

HARBOTTLE

19

9 Oct (M) Holystone
30 Mar (M) Drake Stone
5 Oct (M) Drake Stone
ALWINTON

3 Apr (S) Clennell Street
SHILLMOOR

13 Apr (S) Usway Burn

From

INGRAM BRIDGE 25

4 Sept (M) Wether Hill
28 Sept (S) Breamish
HARTSIDE

29 May (S) Hedgehope

26
B

10 Jul (S) Salters Road

14 Sept (S) Hedgehope

B

CAREY BURN BRIDGE 27

2 May (M) Old Middleton

20
21

21 Jul (S) Usway Burn
WEDDER LEAP

THE
CHEVIOT HILLS

22 Jun (S) Cold Law

WOOLER COMMON

3 Aug (S) Cheviot Circuit

12 Aug (S) Humbleton Hill
KIRKNEWTON

22

26 Jun (M) Natural History
6 Jul (S ) Windy Gyle

B

28 Aug (S) Windy Gyle

B

BUCKHAM’S BRIDGE

23

27 Jul (S) Dark Deeds

21 Aug (M) Upper Coquet
2 Oct (S) Dark Deeds

28

16 Aug (S) Three Tors

18 Aug (S) Yeavering Bell
HETHPOOL

13 Aug (S) College Valley
14 Aug (S) The Schill

15 Aug (S) St Ethelreda

29
B

30
B

17 Aug (S) Foot in Scotland

22 May (S) Adv. Navigation B
17 Jul (S) Adv. Navigation B

26 Oct (M) King's Wicket

6 April (S) Humshaugh

9

10

19 Jun (M) Broomlee

12 Oct (M) The Forts

COQUETDALE

31 Jul (S) Over the Border
10 Aug (S) Chew Green
ALNHAM
Look at the map on the back
page to see where the walks
start from. Log on to our
website for further details.

24

24 Apr (M) Navigation Intro B
4 May (S) Shepherds Cairn

12 Jun (M) Navigation Intro B
31 Aug (S) Shepherds Cairn

B Booking is essential for these
walks via our website. All other
walks can also be pre-booked, or,
just turn up on the day.
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HADRIAN’S WALL

HADRIAN’S WALL

Walltown Crags, Hadrian’s Wall

World Heritage Site

Bus trip to Once Brewed, Hadrian’s Wall 1970s

Walltown Crags

Discover Roman life on and around the Wall in museums at Birdoswald, Carvoran, Vindolanda,
Housesteads and Chesters. Visit the small mithraic temple at Brocolitia. For local information
on what to do and where to go, pop in to our National Park Information Point at Walltown
Quarry Country Park near Greenhead.
A short stroll from Steel Rigg gives you amazing views and a classic photo opportunity, or
see it all by walking the 84 mile Hadrian’s Wall Path National Trail. Cyclists can tackle the
174 mile coast to coast Hadrian’s Cycleway (R.72).
Whatever you do, remember to look up! There are really dark skies over Hadrian’s Wall.
Walltown, Cawfields and Steel Rigg are all great spots to stargaze.

More Chariots to Hadrian’s Wall

The AD122 Hadrian’s Wall Bus runs for most of the day, between
Hexham Bus Station and Haltwhistle Rail Station from Friday 25th
March until Sunday 25th September. It runs via Hexham, Acomb,
Wall, Chollerford, Chesters Roman Fort, Housesteads Roman
Fort, Once Brewed (for Steel Rigg), Vindolanda, Milecastle Inn,
Roman Army Museum, Walltown, Greenhead and Haltwhistle.

Bus Route 185 runs from Haltwhistle to Birdoswald Roman Fort,
Monday - Saturday, connecting with the AD122 Bus. It calls in at
the Roman Army Museum, Walltown, Greenhead and Gilsland. AD122
Rover Tickets are valid on the 185 and can be bought on the bus.

Bus Route 10 and Tynedale Express services provide connections
to the AD122 Bus from Newcastle, the Metrocentre and Prudhoe.

Walltown Bus Stop

The Tyne Valley Train Service connects with the AD122 Bus service
at Haltwhistle and Hexham - a combined ticket is available. Wherever
you board the Hadrian’s Wall Line train, whether at Carlisle, Newcastle
or any of the stations that lie in the 55 miles in between, you are
sure to be captivated by the scenery along the route.
www.simplygo.com/ad122

www.tvcrp.org.uk

Northumberland
National Park
Birdoswald

WALK

Steel Rigg
Cawfields
P
Walltown P

P

P Brocolitia
P Housesteads

Twice Brewed

NP

WHERE TO PARK

P

A one year Hadrian’s Wall Car
Park Pass can save you money!

The Car Park pass can be used at all five
National Park car parks along Hadrian’s
Wall, every day of the year and costs £20.
The car parks are at: Walltown, Cawfields,
Steel Rigg, Housesteads and Brocolitia. You
can buy the car park pass from Haltwhistle
Post Office and Tourist Information Centre,
Walltown Quarry Country Park and
Hexham Tourist Information Centre.

Alternatively a standard DAY parking ticket
bought at any of the car parks gives you
access to all five car parks on the day of
purchase.

Just a short walk from Steel Rigg Car Park
is one of the country’s most iconic views.
Take a short stroll along the easy access
footpath to the viewing point overlooking
Crag Lough and the Whin Sill.

Steel Rigg easy access footpath

© Beggar Bog B& B

You must see Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site, it is Britain’s largest and longest ancient
monument. This mammoth feat of engineering only took three legions of Romans around
six years to build! The most spectacular section is arguably in Northumberland National Park.
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Great places to visit

HADRIAN’S WALL

HALTWHISTLE

Visit the town of Haltwhistle on the River South Tyne and near to
Hadrian’s Wall. With a claim to being the ‘Centre of Britain’, it has
shops, cafes, pubs, a Tourist Information Centre, and for the brave
an outdoor swimming pool (summer opening only). Walk up the
Haltwhistle Burn to Cawfields on Hadrian’s Wall, or pick up a Cycle
Hub leaflet with seven circular routes in the area, all of different lengths.
Haltwhistle is just off the A69, and has a frequent train and bus service
between Carlisle and Newcastle.

GREENHEAD

SIMONBURN

The picturesque estate village of Simonburn has a 13th century church
and a lovely tea room/gift shop/Information Point. It’s a great stop off
on the way to the North Tyne valley, but watch out for cameras as
it’s a popular film location for period dramas.

Hadrian’s Wall
Farmers Market at
Greenhead
Second Sunday of Month
10am - 2pm

Greenhead is a small village
with a pub, a hostel and a
great tea room/Information
Point. Meet the producers of
delicious local foods and buy
handmade crafts at the
Hadrian’s Wall Farmers
Market in the Village Hall.
Take a walk to Thirlwall
Castle and the Tipalt Burn.

Country Shows in 2016

BROCOLITIA

ROMAN WALL SHOW at Steel Rigg
Saturday 11 June

Grade: Easy

Start: Brocolitia National Park Car Park

OS GR: NY 861 712
Walk: 1/4 mile (0.4km) Time: 5 minutes

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
SHOW at Bywell Monday 30 May

Brocolitia,Temple of Mithras, is a short
walk from the car park and well worth
a visit; there are numerous alters with
delicate carvings of figures still visible.

GILSLAND
AGRICULTURAL SHOW
Sunday 7 August

CARVORAN - Roman Army Museum

Postcode: CA8 7JD

T: 01434 344277

At Carvoran near Greenhead, watch
the inspiring 3D film ‘Eagle’s Eye’. Get
a sense of the Wall’s scale from above,
and what it was like to be a Roman
soldier.

VINDOLANDA - Roman Fort

Postcode: NE47 7JN

T: 01434 344277

Vindolanda has the largest collection of
excavated Roman buildings and reconstructions, and is home to the famous
‘Vindolanda Tablets’ (Roman postcards).
Watch history being unearthed at
archaeological digs throughout summer.

HOUSESTEADS - Roman Fort

Postcode: NE47 6NN

WALLTOWN QUARRY
COUNTRY PARK

T: 01434 344363

Visit Housesteads, one of the best
preserved sections of Hadrian’s Wall,
including Roman granaries, barracks,
multi-seat toilets, underfloor heating
and a hospital.

Postcode: CA8 7JD

OS GR: NY 668 659

A country park with easy access footpaths, ponds, picnic tables, refreshments
and a information point run by our friendly
National Park staff. Explore the willow
Labyrinth or walk to Thirlwall Castle.

GREENLEE LOUGH - National Nature Reserve
OS GR: NY 748 690

Walk: 4 miles (6 km) 2 Hours Grade: Moderate

Parking: Small permissive car park, 1.8 miles (3km) north of Steel Rigg Car Park
Download: www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/greenleelough

This tranquil, glacial lake, north of Steel Rigg and Hadrian’s Wall is
good for observing wetland birds in their natural habitat. The walk
over rough fell ground, then along a boardwalk leads you to a bird
hide on the water’s edge. Listen to the sounds of Greenlee Lough:
www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/places/greenlee-loughnature-reserve/
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HADRIAN’S WALL

WALK: THIRLWALL CASTLE & WALLTOWN CRAGS
Time: 1 hour 30 mins

Distance: 23/4 miles (4.5km) Grade: Moderate

MODERATE
WALK

Map: OS Explorer OL 43 1:25000 Hadrian’s Wall

Please use an Ordnance Survey Map

TO
GILSLAND

Thirlwall Castle

THIRLWALL CASTLE

HADRIAN’S WALL

E

C

D

GREENHEAD

Walltown Crags

Start: Walltown Quarry Country
Park - National Park Car Park
OS GR: NY 668 659

Toilets/Information: Walltown
Quarry Country Park

Description: A family walk to
an ancient castle (in ruins) and
the small village of Greenhead
where refreshments are available.
Parts of this walk follow two
National Trails - the Pennine
Way & Hadrian’s Wall Path.
Terrain: Footpaths, tracks and
road, some short ascents, may
be muddy in places
Stiles, gates, footbridges

You will need: Sturdy footwear
and waterproofs
Please keep dogs on a lead this is farm land, and follow
the Countryside Code.

HADRIAN’S CYCLEWAY

Hadrian’s Cycleway covers 174
miles from Ravenglass on the west
coast to South Shields on the east.
With breathtaking views and
fascinating Roman history it takes
3 - 5 days for cyclists of average
fitness.The sections in the National
Park make lovely day bike rides.
www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/
map/route/hadrians-cycleway

TO CARLISLE

A69

A From the car park turn right
along the narrow country road.

B Just before the cattle grid go
through the wicket gate on the left
and follow the footpath straight
ahead and downhill, keeping the
deep ditch on your left. This is a
Roman Ditch which runs parallel to
Hadrian’s Wall here, built as an extra
defence. Cross the stile over the wall
and keep heading downhill.

C Go over the stone stile in the
wall and follow the track as it zig-zags
downhill, and past the cottages. Cross
the footbridge over the Tipalt Burn
and go up the track. On the right is
the entrance to Thirlwall Castle. The
castle dates back to early14th century,
and was built entirely from stone robbed
from Hadrian’s Wall. Local legend has
it that a dwarf guards a solid gold table
at the bottom of a well in the castle!

D Retrace your steps back down
to the entrance and cross over the

Great
viewpoint
here

B

H
Hadrian’s
Cycleway
R72

GREENHEAD TEA ROOM
& NATIONAL PARK
INFORMATION POINT

HADRIAN’S
WALL

WALLTOWN QUARRY
COUNTRY PARK &
NATIONAL PARK
INFORMATION POINT

G

I

J

A

CARVORAN ROMAN
ARMY MUSEUM

F
TO HALTWHISTLE

track.Take the footpath through the
wicket gate, following the path as it
runs alongside the Tipalt Burn.

E Go through the gate and turn
left along the narrow road and over
the bridge that crosses the Tipalt Burn.
This is Hadrian’s Cycleway (R72) please remember to look out for bikes!
Cross over two cattle grids and then
a bridge. Turn left into Greenhead.
F At the main road in the village
turn left - Greenhead Tea Room is
on your right and Greenhead Hotel is
over the road - both are good places to
call in for a snack and drink.
Go past the Village Hall and follow
the road uphill, take care as there is
no pavement in places. Walk up the
cycleway for a little way then take
the footpath on the left, through
the gate and into the field, signed
‘Pennine Way/Carvoran’.
G Head right, diagonally up the
field, to the stone stile in the wall.

HADRIAN’S WALL PATH

Walk 84 miles from coast to coast
following Hadrian's Wall World
Heritage Site. There's history every
step of the way, cosy pubs, bustling
market towns and great views.
If you walk the entire route make
sure you get your ‘passport’
stamped!
www.nationaltrail.co.uk/
hadrians-wall-path

MILITA

RY ROA
D
B6318

Cross the stile and head up to
the left corner of the next field.

H Cross the stone stile over the
wall, then head towards the left
hand corner of the buildings straight
in front of you. Cross the stone
stile over the wall, alongside the field
gate. Continue straight on down the
track/driveway of the Roman Army
Museum (well worth a visit), and
out onto the road.
I Cross the road and take the
road signed ‘Walltown Crags’.
After a short distance go through
the wicket gate on the left, and
follow the footpath alongside the
road and through the woodland.

J At the seat go through the gate
on the right and head uphill to
Walltown Crags - good views here.
Retrace your steps back to the seat,
then head down into Walltown
Quarry skirting round the pond
and back to the Car Park.
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NORTH TYNE & REDESDALE

NORTH TYNE
& REDESDALE

Redesdale - sheep sale in 1970s

Hareshaw Linn

There’s a wonderful charm about the valleys in the North Tyne and Redesdale area; here
conservation of wildlife and timber production go hand in hand. Large forests provide red squirrels
with a secure home. You may even catch a glimpse of otters in the rivers or salmon leaping.
Scattered through the untamed landscape, once home to notorious Border Reiver clans are
ruined castles and historic bastles. Discover the ruins of a Roman Fort at High Rochester or
the Percy Cross commemorating the fierce 14th century Anglo-Scottish battle at Otterburn.
And make sure you don’t miss Elsdon, the ancient capital of Redesdale. Close by is Otterburn
Ranges, a vast Ministry of Defence Training Area open to the public for walking and cycling.

Look around Bellingham, a small town on the Pennine Way National Trail and discover Hareshaw
Linn, a beautiful waterfall and great place for family walks. Head up the valley, calling in at Tarset,
Greenhaugh and Falstone, where you’ll find great pubs and tearooms. As well as the excellent
Kielder Observatory, there is also the Observatory at the Battlesteads Hotel in Wark with a
year round calendar of stargazing events.
CYCLING - BELLINGHAM & NORTH TYNE CIRCULAR ROUTE

Start/Finish: Bellingham (Manchester Square) Type Of Bike: Mountain Bike/Hybrid OS GR: NY 838 833
OS Map: Explorer OL42 and OL43 Distance: 12 miles (19 km ) Time: 2 hours Grade: Moderate
D. Road to Greenhaugh.
(Refreshments - Holly Bush Inn
or picnic in community orchard).
Back out of Greenhaugh.
Take left at junction. (E)

To Kielder

C

C. Turn right at junction.
To Lanehead.

F

GREENHAUGH

E

D

F. Turn right, signed ‘Bellingham’.
Downhill!

E. Road signed ‘Elsdon/Otterburn’.
Uphill!

Northumberland
National Park

WALK

CYCLE

Northumberland
National Park

Country Shows in 2016
BORDER SHEPHERDS SHOW
FALSTONE Saturday 20 August
BELLINGHAM SHOW
Saturday 27 August
ELSDON FETE
Monday 29 August

UPPER REDESDALE SHOW
Saturday 24 September

KIELDER
OBSERVATORY

LANEHEAD

Look out for Dark Sky Events

B. Pass Dunterley.
Pass Hesleyside.

BELLINGHAM A.Turn left out Manchester

B

A

To Hexham

Square. B6320 towards
Hexham. Cross bridge
over River North Tyne.
Turn right.

T: 07805 638469

www.kielderobservatory.co.uk
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Great places to visit
BELLINGHAM

Sitting on the banks of the River North Tyne, Bellingham is a gateway
town into Northumberland National Park and ‘capital’ of the North
Tyne area. With shops, cafes, pubs, a golf course and Heritage Centre
there’s plenty to stop for. It’s also a cycle hub, so hire a bike and set
out on sections of the Pennine Cycleway (R.68), Reivers Cycleway (R.10)
and the Bellingham and North Tyne cycle routes. Take a walk up to
the waterfall at Hareshaw Linn and don’t forget the picnic.

THE HERITAGE CENTRE - BELLINGHAM
Postcode: NE48 2DF

T: 01434 220616

www.bellingham-heritage.org.uk

The award winning Heritage Centre in
Bellingham is a lively local museum with
fascinating collections. There are displays
on the Border Reivers, farming and mining,
and the old Border Counties Railway.
The old photographic workshop of local
lad Walter Percy Collier (1875 -1937)
has been lovingly recreated.

Refreshments are available in the Railway
Carriage Tea Room.

HARESHAW
LINN- -woodland
woodlandwalk
walkto
towaterfall
the waterfall
HARESHAW LINN
OS GR: NY 840 834

Walk: 3 miles (5 km) / 2 Hours Grade: Moderate

Parking: Hareshaw Linn - National Park Car Park in Bellingham

Approx Sat Nav Postcode: NE48 2BB
Download: www.northumberland
nationalpark.org.uk/hareshaw-linnwalk

From the car park turn right following
the waymarked track uphill, signed
‘Hareshaw Linn’. Go past the caravan site
and cottages on your right, and through
the gate, following the footpath up.
You are now in Hareshaw Dene wood this is an ancient woodland, with oak, hazel,
elm and ash trees. It is also an SSSI (Site of
Special Scientific Interest) for its mosses
and lichen - with over 300 being recorded
here! The footpath continues uphill and
criss-crosses over the burn all the way
up to Hareshaw Linn waterfall. Return
the way you came - downhill all the way.

Look for red squirrel high up in the trees
and greater spotted woodpecker.

NORTH TYNE & REDESDALE

FALSTONE

OTTERBURN

Falstone is the small village lying
below the dam of Kielder Water,
on the banks of the River North
Tyne. In the village there is a small
shop/tea room/Information Point,
and also a pub. Stroll along the
riverside to the sculpture ‘Stell’;
a lovely spot for a picnic. Bike hire
is available in Kielder village.

Otterburn village is in the heart
of Redesdale. For history, head
to the Percy Cross, site of the
Battle of Otterburn (1388).
For shopping, visit the Border
Reiver shop/cafe and Otterburn
Mill which stocks clothes, gifts,
books, tourist information and
also has a cafe.

STONEHAUGH

At Stonehaugh village experience
an unforgettable night under the
stars at the Stargazing Pavilion,
designed and built by students at
Newcastle University’s School of
Architecture and local residents.
Look out for dark sky events:
www.visitkielder.com

ROCHESTER

GREENHAUGH

Greenhaugh is a delightful village
5 miles west of Bellingham.
There’s a pub, and great cycling
and walking on the country lanes.

The small village of Rochester
has a pub and a friendly cafe/
Information Point. A short walk
away is Bremenium Roman Fort.

ELSDON

Elsdon is surrounded by history - it’s a hidden gem! Around the village
green discover a Medieval tower house (pele), the earthworks of a
Norman motte and bailey castle, an ancient 12th century church and
18th century pinfold (stone enclosure for stray sheep and cattle).There’s a
tea room/Information Point that is very popular with cyclists and walkers.
Numerous good walks start out from Elsdon leading onto the surrounding
moorland - try the walk to Haining and Gallow Hill. Nearby is Winter’s
Gibbet, the windswept spot where the body of William Winter was hung,
following his execution for the murder of Elsdon shopkeeper Margaret
Crozier in 1791.
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NORTH TYNE & REDESDALE

WALK: Haining & Gallow Hill

MODERATE
WALK

Time: 1 hour 30 mins - 2 hours Distance: 3 miles (5 km) Grade: Moderate Map: OS Explorer OL 42 1:25000
Elsdon

Please use an Ordnance Survey Map

TO ROTHBURY

OLD SCHOOL TEA ROOM
& NATIONAL PARK
INFORMATION POINT

A

ELSDON

TO
OTTERBURN

B

D

C

Elsdon village green

I
E

Start: Car Park at north end of
Elsdon just past the Church (on

B6341 road towards Rothbury)

OS GR: NY 937 933

National Park Information Point:
Old School Tea Room, Elsdon
Description: A circular walk
with a small climb up to Gallow
Hill for lovely panoramic views
Terrain: Roads, footpaths and
farm tracks, some inclines, may
be muddy in places
Stiles, footbridges, gates

You will need: Sturdy footwear
and waterproofs
Please keep dogs on a lead this
is farm land, and follow the
Countryside Code

CYCLING

F

TO OTTERBURN

A From the car park cross the
footbridge and head into Elsdon.
Turn left along the road signed
‘Newcastle/Morpeth’. Follow the
road over the village green.

B Just outside the village take the
right hand fork in the road, signed
‘Newcastle’, over the metal bridge.
Take the footpath on the right,
through the gate, signed ‘Haining’.
Follow the grassy path over the
field and straight on. Elsdon Burn is
on your right and there are recently
planted trees (native species) - alder,
rowan, willow, hazel and hawthorn.

C Cross the small footbridge and
head up to the gravel farm track.
Go through the kissing gate by the
cattle grid and keep following the
track all the way up to Haining
farmhouse.

The quiet roads of North Tyne and Redesdale
are popular with cyclists who enjoy some hilly
challenges.There are routes setting out from
Bellingham, or try the 27 mile Kielder Water
& Forest Park Lakeside Way, a multi-user
shoreline trail. Or how about trying the 16
mile route into the Otterburn Ranges from
Billsmoorfoot. Look on our website for more.
www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/
cat/cycling/

G

H

D Keep on the grassy footpath
past the house. At the end of the
wall, by the waymarkers, turn left
and head uphill on a path through
the recent tree planting.
E At the top by the fence go
over the stile (sorry but you will
have to lift any dogs over), and
turn left. Follow the path with the
fence on your left, to a gate onto
the road.

F Go through the gate on the
other side of the road, signed ‘Public
Bridleway’. With the wall on your
left follow the grassy path straight
ahead and up Gallow Hill. It’s well
worth the climb for the panoramic
views from the top. Continue to
follow the grassy track, with the
wall on your left, to the gate in
the corner of the field.

REIVER COUNTRY

Bastles are fortified farmhouses of
the 16/17th century, and are unique
features of the Northumberland
landscape that were built as
defensive structures to protect
against the Border Reivers.
To find out more follow the
Tarset Bastle Trail:
www.tarset.co.uk/visiting/
bastletrail.cfm

TO WINTER’S
GIBBET

G Go through the gate and with
the wall now on your right, follow
the grassy track over the grass
covered knoll. You will now see
Hillhead Cottage. Head for the
cottage following the grass path.
Go through the small wooden gate
and follow the line of the old wall
on the ground almost up to the
cottage.
H At the fence in front of the
cottage turn left and head downhill to a stile in the fence. Cross
the stile and walk downhill.
I At the road turn right. Just
after the small barn turn left and
cross the ladder stile over the
fence and head down the field
and through the field gate at the
bottom. Follow the road back
into Elsdon and to the car park.

Black Middens Bastle
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COQUETDALE

COQUETDALE

Alwinton Border Shepherds Show 1970s

National Park Information
Centre in Rothbury 1960s

Shillmoor, Upper Coquetdale

Coquetdale sits at the heart of Northumberland National Park, full of history, heritage
and magnificent countryside. Head up the valley towards Barrowburn to see the regions
very best hay meadows, rich in wildflowers. Follow the river back down to Alwinton, the
start of breathtaking high hills walks, and home every October to the Border Shepherd’s
Show, celebrating its 150th anniversary this year. Head on to Harbottle, with a 12th century
castle (ruins) and mythical Drake Stone. Further down is Holystone and the Lady’s Well,
dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 17th century Woodhouses Bastle is close by. Overlooking the
distinctive heather covered Simonside Hills, and sitting on the banks of the River Coquet,
is the small vibrant town of Rothbury. It’s a traditional place, but doesn’t stand still, where
walking and music festivals highlight the summer calendar.
Catch the Bus in Coquetdale

Spirit Buses offer you the opportunity to explore this
beautiful part of rural Northumberland leaving the
car behind. The Coquetdale Circular service runs
from Rothbury to Thropton, Netherton, Alwinton,
Harbottle, and Holystone. Why not take a walk in
the National Park, sample some true Northumbrian
hospitality in a local tea room or pub then catch the
bus back. New for 2016 is the audio guide which will
give you an insight into the areas you will be travelling
through. www.spiritbuses.co.uk

Byrness

Otterburn
Ranges

Rochester
Darden Lough

Otterburn
Northumberland
National Park

WALK

Elsdon

THE DRAKE STONE - HARBOTTLE

Start at: Harbottle village OS GR: NT 933 047
Description: A walk through the heather up to the mythical Drake Stone
Time: 1 hour
Length: 13/4 miles (3km) Grade: Moderate
Follow the road out of Harbottle and past the Castle on your right. At the farm take
the footpath on the left, signed ‘Drake Stone’, up through the field. Climb steadily uphill
on the sandy footpath to the cairn. Just after the cairn take the left fork which leads up
to the Drake Stone. Local legend suggests that the stone has magical healing powers.
Retrace your steps back down to the village.

For a longer circular walk of 5 miles (8 km) download:
www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/Drake-Stone-walk

DRAKE STONE

16

Catch the No 16
bus to Harbottle
and walk to the
Drake Stone

Drake Stone
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COQUETDALE

ROTHBURY

Great places to visit

Rothbury, a picturesque town on the banks of the River Coquet, is the
perfect base for walking and exploring the hills – and with cycle hire in
the town try two wheels as well.There is even a public bike pump outside
Shepherds Walks! There are plenty of shops, cafes, pubs, art and craft
galleries, and a National Park Information Point at the Coquetdale Centre.
The children’s play park by the river is a lovely place to picnic and stroll
along the riverside. Take a walk in the heather covered Simonside Hills.

Rothbury
Makers Craft Market
First Saturday
of the Month

Lordenshaws and the Simonside Hills

Look for the Lordenshaws ‘cup and rings’,
mysterious ancient stone carvings in the
Simonside Hills. OS GR: NZ 052 991

Pick up a leaflet from the National Park
Information Point/Shepherds Walks in Rothbury.

HARBOTTLE

Harbottle village is overlooked
by the ruins of Harbottle Castle
and the Drake Stone. There is a
pub/Information Point that also
sells a few shopping essentials.
There are numerous walks
from the village following the
river and into the hills.

OTTERBURN RANGES

One of England’s remotest upland
regions, Otterburn Ranges is a
Military Training Area that also
offers visitors miles of tranquil
walks and cycle rides in breathtaking scenery. The landscape is
rich in history and wildlife, with
wild goats and rare black grouse.

ALWINTON

Alwinton is a small village with a
pub/Information Point.The Rivers
Alwin and Coquet join here,
and there are some great walks
into Upper Coquetdale. In early
October the village is home to
the very lively Border Shepherds
Show.

Firing Notices governing public
access are published fortnightly
in advance and posted in local
National Park Information Points,
Post Offices and online:
www.gov.uk/government/
publications/otterburnfiring-times

If in any doubt about access please contact Range Control
T: 01830 520569

Barrowburn Tea Room
& National Park Information Point,
Upper Coquetdale

HOLYSTONE

Holystone is a quiet, pretty hamlet
in Upper Coquetdale. Lady's
Well is a short walk from here,
and is said to be where Paulinus
baptised 3,000 people on Easter
Day 627. This fact is now disputed
- but it’s a nice story! The cross
in the well is dedicated to St Mary
the Virgin.

ALNHAM

Nestling in the Cheviot foothills
lies the tiny hamlet of Alnham
with a church and ‘Pele’ tower.
Take a walk to the Shepherds
Cairn, a memorial to two men
who lost their lives in the winter
of 1962.They were found just
half a mile from their remote
home at nearby Ewartly Shank.

Country Shows in 2016
HARBOTTLE SHOW
Saturday 3 September

THROPTON SHOW
Saturday 17 September

ALWINTON BORDER SHEPHERDS
SHOW Saturday 8 October

150th BORDER
SHEPHERDS SHOW
AT ALWINTON

There are two zones on Otterburn
Ranges where different access
arrangements apply.
OPEN ACCESS AREA

Visitors are free to explore this
area any day of the year.

CONTROLLED ACCESS AREA

When RED flags are flying on the
perimeter of this area, the roads
are CLOSED to visitors - training
with live ammunition is taking place.
When no red flags are flying you
can drive, ride or walk along the
dedicated paths and bridleways.
PLEASE obey all signs and
red flags.

Red flag flying today

Pick up a leaflet from our local Information Points or download: www.gov.uk/government/publications/otterburn-maps
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COQUETDALE

WALK: Simonside Hills 1411ft (430m)
Time: 2 hours 30 mins - 3 hours

Lordenshaws Hill Fort

Distance: 4.2 miles (6.75 km) Grade: Strenuous

The Beacon

Old Stell Crag

Dove Crag

SIMONSIDE

STRENUOUS
WALK

Map: OS Explorer OL 42 1:25000
Tosson Hill

Lordenshaws ‘cup & rings’

The Simonside Hills

Start: Simonside - Forestry
Commission Car Park
OS GR: NZ 037 997

TO ROTHBURY

Description: A great circular walk
through the forest then up to
the summit of Simonside 1411ft
(430m), with fantastic views

C

Terrain: Forest tracks, footpaths
and stone flagged paths, sharp
ascents, may be muddy in places
You will need: Sturdy footwear,
waterproofs and refreshments

National Park Information Point:
Shepherds Walks, Rothbury
Wildlife: All year round listen out
for the ‘go-back’ cry of red grouse,
a native game bird in amongst
the heather, in the forest look for
roe deer and red squirrel.
Please keep dogs under close
control especially during the
ground nesting bird season and
follow the Countryside Code.
This route follows the
RED waymarkers.

A Start from the wooden
information shelter near the car
park entrance.Take the forest road
with the wooden barrier, walking
around the barrier. Follow the forest
road uphill through the trees, looking
out for the red waymarkers.
B At the second junction turn
right, (the tall mast is on your right).
Keep following the road through
the trees.

C By the clearing in the trees turn
left at the junction and continue
uphill on the forest road. Walk
around the wooden barrier.
D * A short distance after the
wooden barrier, and just before the
felled area, there is a grassy path off
to the left to Little Church Rock - it is
well worth detouring to take a look.
Little Church Rock is thought to have

*

D

A

Mast

B

E

SIMONSIDE - FORESTRY
COMMISSION CAR PARK

LORDENSHAWS
Cup & Ring rock art

N

F

G
H

M

I

K

J

Please note that tree felling has taken place in the Simonside
Hills, and that the OS map may not show the exact areas.

been a gathering place possibly for
illicit preachings during medieval times.
There are Bronze Age burial cairns in
the clearing here too.
Retrace your steps back to join the
forest road.

E Continue on the forest road
as it heads downhill through a felled
area. At the junction, just before the
two large boulders, take the footpath
on the left heading up through the
felled area. A short way up look on
the ground for a large flat rock known
as ‘criss-cross’ rock, cut with curved
grooves, possibly prehistoric rock art,
or, medieval carters and drovers
making the track less slippery for
their ponies - no one knows for sure !
Keep heading up the footpath, now
in a stone gully.

F At the junction take the left
‘permissive footpath’ uphill and
over the heather moorland, to
join the forest road.

TO ROTHBURY

L

SIMONSIDE

Please use an Ordnance Survey Map

G Turn right along the road.
Just before it curves to the right
take the footpath on the left, past
the National Park information panel.
Follow the path up the steep crags
- taking care. This is called Bob
Pyles Studdie and is part of the new
pitched path that the National Park
has worked on to make access to
the summit safer, and to prevent
erosion of the fragile peatland.

H At the top of the crags turn
left and head for the stone cairn, an
ancient burial cairn, that marks the
summit of Simonside. Take time to
admire the wonderful view!
I Follow the flagged path to
the next rocky outcrop.

J Continue on, through the Old
Stell Crag rock outcrop. Keep on
the flagged path across the heather
moorland for quite a way to Dove
Crag. There is an ancient stone burial
cairn on the right.

K Follow the flagged path down
hill to a footpath leading off to the
left (well before the fence). Take
this footpath to the left, heading
round the side of the hill and then
down through the newly planted/
felled area.
L Turn left along the track.

M Cross the burn and turn right
onto the red gravel forest road,
heading downhill (the burn is on
your right).

N Follow the road as it bears to
the left, then take the footpath on
the right down through the trees.
Keep to the the path straight
downhill, turn left at the bottom
back to the car park.

The National Park worked with Natural
England to make a stone path on Simonside
to protect the heather and peat from
erosion. Please be careful and stick to
the path – every millimetre of peat takes
a year to form.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Never ending experiences,
everlasting memories...
Pass on your love of Northumberland
National Park through a legacy

If you would like to discuss leaving a legacy that will benefit
Northumberland National Park please e-mail us:
legacy@nnpa.org.uk

YOUR LEGACY COULD HELP US:
Conserve the wildlife and historic places of Northumberland
National Park.
Reach hundreds of children and young people through our
youth engagement and educational programmes.
Improve access for people of all abilities to those special
places in Northumberland National Park.

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk
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THE CHEVIOTS

THE CHEVIOTS

Westnewton

Snow near the Cheviots 1960s
Brough Law Hillfort, Breamish Valley

Eruptions of lava, then 400 million years of ice, wind and rain has left many rounded hills along
the Cheviot ridge, now criss-crossed with bridleways and footpaths, enabling mountain bikers
and walkers to follow the routes of ancient cattle drovers. The distinctive whale-backed shape of
Cheviot is quite flat on top and is covered with peat bog, up to 2 metres thick, and at 2,674 feet
(815 metres), it is the highest point in Northumberland.
Just beyond the bustling town of Wooler, don’t miss a walk up Yeavering Bell (‘hill of the goats’)
a great twin peaked hill with massive Iron Age stone fortifications where you will have stunning
views over to the coast and Scotland. Below its towering presence is Gefrin, the site of the first
Royal Centre of Anglo Saxon Northumbria. Further on, walk up to Hethpool in the College
Valley, to experience the tranquillity of an ancient landscape with just a single track road winding
through the hills. At the base of Great Hetha, look for the remains of an ancient stone circle,
while on the hills above there are the remains of ancient cultivation, terraced into the hillside.
Hillforts, such as Ring Chesters, were built in the Iron Age, but the area also contains rich remains
dating back to the Bronze Age.
The Breamish Valley is one of the most popular destinations in The Cheviots, offering both
riverside picnic spots, where kids can paddle safely, or a range of more strenuous walks into
the hills to view some of the best preserved archaeological sites in the UK. Many walk up to
the lovely waterfall at nearby Linhope Spout.

WALK
Kilham

Linhope
Spout

Branton

Northumberland
National Park

INGRAM

BREAMISH VALLEY- A walk, a picnic and a paddle

River Breamish

The Breamish Valley with its high rolling hills and
lovely riverside setting is the perfect place to
explore further. In the hills there are an amazing
concentration of prehistoric hillforts, made by
ancient Britons, 2,500 years ago. On top of
Brough Law, a short walk uphill from Bulby’s

Wood Car Park you can still see the massive stone
walls of the hillfort. The view from the top is superb
too. Picnic on the haughland (grassland) alongside
the River Breamish and then we dare you to have
a paddle in the crystal clear water.
www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/
places/river-breamish/

Ingram is a small village in the Breamish
Valley, 4 miles west of Powburn.
There is a Cafe/Information Point in
the village, near to the Church.

Nearby is Branton Conservation
Pond and Bird Hide, a former gravel
extraction site that has been reclaimed
for the benefit of waders, waterfowl
and other birds. Park on the roadside
and take a short walk to the pond.
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WOOLER Great places to visit

THE CHEVIOTS

Gateway to the wild Cheviot Hills, the town of Wooler is a great
base for walking, cycling and exploring North Northumberland.
Facilities include shops, art and craft gallery, banks, petrol and bike
hire, there are camping and caravan sites and a hostel. The Tourist
Information Centre/Library features the exhibition ‘Sheep Tales’,
a visual and oral history of sheep and shepherding in the region.
Regular bus services run to Berwick-upon-Tweed, Morpeth and
Alnwick.

www.sheeptales.org.uk

POWBURN

For wildlife and antiques visit
Powburn, south of Wooler on
the A697. Branton Conservation
Pond is a short walk away, and
the Breamish Valley, which is
perfect for a riverside picnic and
paddle. In the village there’s an
antiques centre, petrol,shop/
cafe, and caravan site.

MILFIELD

History buffs should head to
Milfield, 6 miles north of Wooler.
Nearby is the site of the Battle
of Flodden (1513), and, the
Maelmin Heritage Trail which
gives insights into history going
back to the stone-age. There’s a
shop, pub and cafe/restaurant/
Information Point in the village.

COLLEGE VALLEY

KIRK YETHOLM

Kirk Yetholm is famous as the
end (or start) of the Pennine
Way National Trail, a long
distance footpath (268 miles).
There’s a cafe, pub/Information
Point and hostel.

Visit Town Yetholm, half a mile
away over the Bowmont Water.

KIRKNEWTON

The historic church in Kirknewton
features a stone sculpture of
the Adoration of the Magi from
the 12th century. Look out also
for the site of Gefrin, centre of
the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of
Northumbria, in a field nearby.
Walkers are spoilt for choice
here with good walks into the
hills. Drop in to Kirknewton
Festival this August.

WOOLER CYCLE HUB

Start: Hethpool Car Park OS GR: NT 893 280

Distance: 7.75 miles (7.65km) Time: 2 hours 30 mins Grade: Moderate

A lovely walk in the tranquil College Valley, an area rich in history and wildlife

Download the walk: www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/
activities/hethpool-wild-goat-walk/

The College Valley is on the northern edge of the Cheviot Hills, and
is part of the College Valley Estate. It extends some 12,000 acres and
includes The Cheviot, the highest hill in Northern England (2,672 ft/815 m).
There is a hostel, and Cuddystone Hall can be hired for events.
The College Valley is well known for its population of feral goats.
Rumour has it they were released in Medieval times by the monks on
Holy Island. The wild goats can often be seen on Yeavering Bell (Hill
of the Goats), and Newton Tors along the eastern side of the valley.
However they can pop up in the most unexpected of places!

These hills hold evidence of early human activity from the late Stone
Age onwards, and have an amazing concentration of impressive Iron
Age hillfort remains. These have evocative names such as Great
Hetha, Ring Chesters, North Blackhaggs and Sinkside.

Seven cycling routes radiate out from Wooler taking you
from heather moorland to fertile agricultural plains and sweeping coastal
views, through pretty villages and past isolated farmsteads. Head through
Northumberland National Park to Yetholm on the England-Scotland
border, or cycle along the remote College Valley. Visit Ingram and
the Breamish Valley, in the heart of the Cheviot Hills or discover the
picturesque Harthope Valley. Cycle hire is available at Haugh Head
Garage, one mile south of Wooler.
www.wooler.org.uk/cycling/373-wooler-cycle-hub
A printed map with all 7 routes is on sale at
Wooler Tourist Information Centre (£2.95).

Country Shows in 2016

POWBURN SHOW & SHEEPDOG
TRIALS Saturday 6 August

Wild Cheviot Goat

COLLEGE VALLEY SHOW
Sunday 7 August

KIRKNEWTON SHEEPDOG TRIALS
Sunday 21 August
Hethpool, College Valley

Free car park at Hethpool. Only cars with permits allowed past this point.
For further info: www.college-valley.co.uk

GLENDALE SHOW AT WOOLER
Monday 29 August
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THE CHEVIOTS

WALK: Kilham Hill 1108ft (338m)
Time: 2.30 - 3 hours

Start: Kilham - Grassy parking
area on right, approx 1/2 mile
up the road from Kilham Farm,
the grass verge may be wet,
please park considerately

Distance: 3.5 miles (5.5 km)

Grade: Strenuous

Please use an Ordnance Survey Map

Start from OS GR: NT 880 320

Description: A challenging walk
with steep climbs in the beautiful
valley of the Bowmont Water,
made possible by kind permission
of the farmers Kit and Christine
Collins.The route follows part of
the old Alnwick to Cornhill railway,
then goes steeply upwards to
the top of Kilham Hill for one of
the most breathtaking views in
Northumberland National Park!

J

MAELMIN CAFE &
NATIONAL PARK
INFORMATION POINT

Bowmont
Water

B
A

Map: OS Explorer OL 16 1:25000 Cheviot Hills

TO MILFIELD
AND CAFE MAELMIN

TO KIRK YETHOLM

Nearest National Park
Information Point: Maelmin Cafe,
Milfield, 5 miles north east

STRENUOUS
WALK

Kilham
Farm

F

I

Terrain: Roads, tracks and footpaths, steep ascent, may be
muddy in places

H

Stiles, footbridges, gates

G

C
D

E

Slightly indistinct
grassy path

TO KIRKNEWTON
& WOOLER

You will need: Sturdy footwear,
waterproofs and refreshments
Please keep dogs on a lead this is farm land, and follow
the Countryside Code.

A From the grassy parking area
walk back down the road you have
just driven up, and through the small
hamlet of Kilham, to the main road.

B Cross the road and go through
the gate into the field. Bear right
over the field to the gate which leads
onto the disused railway line. Go
through the gate and turn right
along the old railway line. Carry on for
approx ¾ mile, with the Bowmont
Water meandering alongside. Look
out for kingfisher, heron and oystercatcher here. Short eared owl have
been spotted in the woodland.

View on the way up Kilham Hill

C On reaching the fence which
crosses the railway line turn right
and follow the path uphill through
the woodland to a ladder stile over
the wall. In spring this woodland is
carpeted with bluebells.

D Go over the stile and turn left
along the road. After a short distance
go through the first field gate on
the right. Kilham Hill lies ahead.
Bear right, the grassy path is slightly
indistinct, and head diagonally uphill
to the gate in the wall that goes
into the plantation. Roe deer may
be seen grazing if you walk quietly.

E Go through the gate and follow
the obvious track up through the
plantation. Go through the next gate
and take the path uphill for a very
short distance, then turn right along
the path as it contours the hillside.
F Follow the path upwards, the
climb is steep, but take your time
and admire the views.

G Continue up the grassy path
to the stone cairn on the top of
Kilham Hill. On a clear day you can
see the distinctive long back of The
Cheviot, The Schil, Newton Tors and
Yeavering Bell all in the National Park.

H Just past the cairn follow the
track down to the right. Keep to
this track until you reach the tall
deer fence.

I At the deer fence turn left, go
through the gate into the recently
planted area and continue on. At
the corner of the fence turn right,
heading downhill, keeping the fence
on your right.
J At the bottom of the hill turn
right through the gate, follow the
path over the burn and through
the gate.Turn right along the road
and back to the parking area.

Kilham

Wildlife Watch MARCH & APRIL

MARCH - APRIL

NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK VISITOR GUIDE 2016

Brown Hare

Red-tailed Bumblebee

Frog

Raven

Daubentons
Bat

Mad March brown hares are seen ‘boxing’,
these are females fighting off, and weighing
up males, prior to mating.You may see them
on farmland and moors, especially in the
Cheviots and Redesdale. Daubentons bats
emerge from winter hibernation in woodland near to water. They come out at
twilight to hunt insects over water.

What’s On

MARCH - APRIL

High Fell Events Thrunton Thriller Trail Run
Sunday 27 March 9.30am

At Thrunton Woods, 10K / half marathon.
www.highfellevents.co.uk

Berwick Walking Festival

Saturday 2 April – Tuesday 5 April

Walks for all abilities, coast and country.
www.berwickwalking.co.uk

NORTHUMBERLAND
NATIONAL PARK

EVENTS
AT EASTER

Whinchat

Wheatear

Orange-tip Butterfly are
a sign that spring is here

Blackthorn

Wood Anemone
Ladybird

Ravens start nesting on rocky crags in
the Cheviots and along Hadrian’s Wall.
Migrant birds start to arrive, with wheatear
one of the first. Redstart, whinchat and
willow warbler return. Waders including
curlew, who live on sheltered coasts and
marshes during winter, fly up to the higher
moorlands.

Early woodland flowers like wood anemone
carpet the forest floor. In the hedgerows
blackthorn (sloe), comes into flower before
its leaves emerge. Early bumblebees start
to buzz around on warm days and
ladybirds come out from hibernation.
Frogs lay hundreds of eggs,
Early
(frogspawn) in ponds.
Bumblebee

Activity Drop In Days (Calvert Trust)

Fishing Seasons in England

www.calvert-trust.org.uk

Brown Trout 3 April - 31 October

Saturday 3, 10 April

Canoeing. Kayaking. High Rope. Swing. Climb.
Family Osprey Day

Salmon 1 Feb - 31 October

Sea Trout 3 April - 31 October
Coarse Fishing

Saturday 9 April 11am -3pm

At Kielder Castle Visitor Centre.

(Closed season 15 March - 15 June)

www.nwt.org.uk

Haltwhistle Walking Festival

Saturday 23 April – Monday 2 May

Walks from 4 - 15 miles, for all abilities.
www.haltwhistlewalkingfestival.org

Easter Egg Trail at Walltown

Friday 25 March - Monday 28 March

Learn to read a map at Walltown
Saturday 26 March 10am - 3.30pm

Storytelling and Crafts at
Hareshaw Linn Tuesday 29 March
Geocache, Easter Egg Hunt and
Bushcraft at Ingram
Wednesday 30 March

There are many lakes holding stocked
fish that have no closed season Caistron, Thrunton, Fontburn
and Catcleugh Reservoir.
www.gov.uk

Junior Trekkers Nature Detectives
at Walltown Saturday 2 April

Meet the Gruffalo at Great North
Museum, Newcastle Tuesday 5 April
60th Birthday Party in
the Park Wednesday 6 April

Tracks and Trails at Elsdon
Thursday 7 - Friday 8 April

60

For up to date information on events throughout the year: www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/events

Dark Sky Calendar

NORTHUMBERLAND
NATIONAL PARK

EVENT

New Moon: 9 March 01.54

Full Moon: 23 March 12.00
Vernal Equinox: 20 March

Full Moon: 22 April 06.24

Lyrids Meteor Shower:
22-23 April

The Sun, April

Keep an eye on Twitter for stargazing or solar gazing sessions in the National Park
or log on to: www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/events

© Heather Parr

New Moon: 7 April 12.24

VAL STODDARD TEXTILE
FELLOWSHIP EXHIBITION
At Queens Hall, Hexham
16 April - 4 June 2016

www.queenshall.co.uk/events/val-stoddarttextile-fellowship-exhibition

MAY

Wildlife Watch MAY

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk
Buff-tailed bumblebee

Curlew chick

Red Squirrel Drey

Cotton Grass

Bluebell

Red Squirrel
Sundew

Ramson (wild garlic)

Hawthorn

In woodlands bluebell, primrose
and ramson (wild garlic) come
into bloom. You will smell the
garlic well before you see the
small white flowers. Look around
Harbottle, Kilham and Hareshaw
Linn. Hawthorn blossom comes
out at the very end of the month
or early June, and is often called
‘May’ blossom.

What’s On

Curlew

Curlew are on the moors and
rough pasture.They begin nesting
on the ground, in grassy tussocks.
The chicks feed on small insects
and flies, whilst adults use their
long beaks to probe into soft
moist ground for worms and
larvae. Dogs should be kept on
a lead from March to July to avoid
disturbing ground nesting birds.

MAY

Cheviot & Hedgehope Pendulum
Fell Race Sunday 1 May

www.facebook.com/events/1302997193059979/

Rothbury Food & Craft Festival
Monday 2 May

A great day out for all the family.

www.rothburyfoodandcraftfestival.co.uk

Alwinton Summer Music Concert
Kathryn Tickell & The Side
Saturday 7 May 7.30pm

Music from one of the country's leading
folk musicians with her new band.

The fluffy white seed heads of
cotton grass cover wet areas at
this time of year, providing food
for birds and insects. Look out
for sundew, a very strange small
plant that lives on bogs and eats
insects by trapping them on its
very sticky leaves.Visit the Border
Mires, Bell Crag Flow and the
Simonside Hills.

Fir cones - nibbled!

In the spring red squirrel have
their young (3-4 kits).They will
be old enough to leave the drey
(a leaf and stick nest) by now, but
will still be close by. You may see
them in Holystone, Simonside,
and Falstone Forests. A good
indicator of their presence are
lots of nibbled fir cones at the
base of trees!

STEP BACK IN HISTORY to Yeavering Bell Hillfort & Gefrin

Just north of Wooler in the Cheviots are two remarkable archaeology sites well worth
a visit. Yeavering Bell Hillfort (the Hill of the Goats) is Northumberland’s largest hillfort,
dating from the Iron Age period around 2,500 years ago. About 130 wooden roundhouses
were once protected within a massive stone rampart.Today this rampart, although tumbled,
is still impressive and closer inspection of the hilltop reveals the platforms where the roundhouses once stood.
A monument just off the road to Kirknewton marks the site of Gefrin one of the most
important archaeological sites in Northumberland. Around 1300 years ago timber halls
stood here marking the site of the royal residence of early Anglo-Saxon kings. Today a
monument beside the modern road marks the site and there are information panels
to tell the story.

Saturday 14 May

British cycling-affiliated sportive for adults
(170km/100km/60km & 30K).
www.woolerwheel.co.uk

Bellingham Community Fayre
Saturday 28 May

www.facebook.com/bellinghamtownhall

Alwinton Summer Music Concert
Apollo Saxophone Quartet
Saturday 28 May 7.30pm

il

Follow the hillfort trail and download our walk leaflet:
www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/places/yeavering-bell-gefrin/
fo rt Tra

Wooler Wheel Borderlands

Yeavering Bell Hillfort

il l

www.bellingham-heritage.org.uk

rt Tr
a

H

Saturday 7 May

fo
il l

il

Classic & Vintage Vehicle Show

H

www.alwintonconcerts.org

Entrance gate, Gefrin

Dark Sky Calendar

New Moon: 6 May 20.30

Full Moon: 21 May 22.14

Eta Aquarids Meteor Shower:
6-7 May

www.alwintonconcerts.org

Northumberland County Show
at Bywell Monday 30 May
Fun for all the family at this action packed
show, a great day out.
www.northcountyshow.co.uk

Stargazing at Ingram

Keep an eye on Twitter for stargazing sessions in the National Park
or log on to: www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/events

Wildlife Watch JUNE

JUNE
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Yellow
Rattle

Soldier Beetle
Buff-tailed Bumblebee
Long Horn Beetle
Common
Blue Butterfly

Swallow

Chimney Sweeper
Moth

Wood
Cranesbill

Lapwing

Barrowburn Hay Meadow, Upper Coquetdale

Hay meadows are at their best in June and can be seen in the North
Tyne Valley and Upper Coquetdale. Traditionally managed by farmers
to provide a crop to feed their animals, these meadows have developed
into a haven for wild flowers such as wood cranesbill, yellow rattle, pignut,
ox-eye daisy and buttercup. Bumblebees, butterflies, moths and insects
White-tailed
are abundant and pollinate the plants.
Common Carder
Bumblebee

What’s On

JUNE

Haydon Hundred Cycle Sportive
Saturday 4 June

Cycle 5 of the 6 highest roads in England.
www.haydonhundred.co.uk

Festival of the Heavy Horse
at Etal Sunday 5 June
Enjoy in-hand showing and driving from
some of the very best Heavy Horses.
www.heavyhorsefestival.co.uk

Glendale Children’s Countryside
Day Thursday 9 June
Giving children aged between 5 and 9 years
first-hand experience of rural life.
www.glendaleshow.com

Alwinton Summer Concert
Fretwork with Simon Callow
Saturday 11 June 7.30pm

Fretwork is the leading ensemble exploring
music of the great English consort tradition
from Taverner to Purcell.
www.alwintonconcerts.org

Bumblebee

Skylark

Lots of birds can be seen in the
National Park at this time of year,
such as swift, lapwing, skylark,
swallow and house martin. Song
birds are still singing the dawn
chorus - listen out for blackbird, song and mistle thrush.

Roman Wall Show at Steel Rigg
Saturday 11 June

Traditional sheep show and fell race on
Hadrian’s Wall, near Twice Brewed Inn.

www.facebook.com/The-Roman-WallShow-124329624306231

High Fell Events Clennell Colossus
Sunday 12 June

Roadside verge

Hedgerow and roadside verges
are full of growth now summer
is here. Elder and dog rose are in
the hedges, with meadow sweet
and meadow cranesbill in verges.
Trees are all fully in leaf casting
shade onto the woodland floor.

Alwinton Summer Concert
Royal Northern Sinfonia Ensemble
Saturday 25 June 7.30pm
www.alwintonconcerts.org

25 and 50 mile mountain bike challenge.

Coquet Valley Challenge Walk

Sunday 12 June - Saturday 18 June

www.shepherdswalks.co.uk

www.highfellevents.co.uk

Yetholm Summer Festival

A Summer Programme of events,
entertainments, adventure, happenings,
outings and stuff for young people.
www.yetholmonline.org.uk

Saturday 25 June 9.30am

13.5 mile self guided challenge walk.

Virgin Money Cyclone Festival
of Cycling

Chipchase Bumblebee Day

www.cyclonecycling.com

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk

Friday 17 - Sunday 19 June

One of the biggest cycling festivals in the
UK, including the Women’s Curlew Cup
event, sponsored by Northumberland
National Park on Sunday 19th June.

Sunday 26 June 10am onwards

Discover the world of Bumblebees and
Honeybees at Chipchase Castle Nursery,
near Wark. Plants for sale, advice from local
beekeepers, a great family day out.

Log on to our website for events : www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/events

Dark Sky Calendar

STEP BACK IN HISTORY

New Moon: 5 June 04.00

to Elsdon’s Motte and Bailey Castle

Full Moon: 20 June 12.02

4.2 Day Old Waxing Crescent Moon, June

Keep an eye on Twitter for stargazing sessions in the National Park
or log on to: www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/events

© Heather Parr

Summer Solstice: 20 June

The Mote Hills, a huge set of earthworks
constructed at the north end of Elsdon
village date from the early 12th century.
They are relics of a Norman Motte and
Bailey - take a stroll over.

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/
places/elsdon

JULY

Wildlife Watch JULY

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk
Comma
Butterfly

Large Heath
Butterfly

Common Lizard

Hen Harrier

Bog Rosemary

Bog Asphodel

Bog at Bell Crag Flow

Bog plants such as bog rosemary, cranberry and the insect eating roundleaved sundew can be seen on the Border Mires, and on blanket bog
in the Cheviots and Simonside Hills. Large heath butterflies love plants
such as bog asphodel for their nectar. Sphagnum mosses are a key peatforming part of bogs, acting like a sponge.They can absorb more than
eight times their own weight in water and come in lots of different
colours - red, green and yellow. Common lizard may be basking on
boardwalks and on the sphagnum moss.

What’s On

60th Chevy Chase

JULY

Saturday 2 July

www.woolerrunningclub.co.uk

Hesleyside Mestival
Saturday 2 July

Sphagnum Moss

Common
Blue Damselfly

Common blue damselfly and
common hawker dragonfly can
be seen over slow moving water
at Walltown pond, Branton pond
and Greenlee Lough. Waterside
plants such as yellow flag iris,
and reedmace (bulrush) are
flowering now.

Yellow
Flag Iris

Common
Hawker Dragonfly

Hen harriers nest on the ground
in heather moorland and hunt
for small birds and mammals.
They are very rare in England.
Conservation, education and
awareness work is taking place
with partner organisations and
land managers.
2016

Join the adventure

N AT I ON A L PA R KS WE E K 2 016
Sunday 24 July - Sunday 31 July

A muddy 10k obstacle course & great day out.
www.mestival.co.uk

Hexham’s Hidden Gardens
Sunday 3 July

www.visitHexham.net

Sunday 10 July

Fleece sale, spinning & weaving demonstrations.
www.woolonthewall.org.uk

Rothbury Traditional Music Festival
Friday 15 - Sunday 17 July

A friendly local music festival.

www.rothburymusicfestival.co.uk/

Festival of Archaeology

Saturday 16 - Sunday 31 July

Hundreds of events nationwide.

www.archaeologyfestival.org.uk

High Fell Events Ingram Trail Run
Sunday 17 July

NORTHUMBERLAND
NATIONAL PARK

Follow us on:

EVENT

Twitter: @NlandNP

At Walltown Quarry Country Park and other locations
in Northumberland National Park

EXPLORE. LEARN. EAT. PLAY. STAY.
www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/events

Dark Sky Calendar

New Moon: 4 July 12.01

Half Marathon, Marathon and Ultra.

Full Moon: 19 July 23.57

www.highfellevents.co.uk

Alpha Capricornids
Meteor Shower: 27-28 July

Glendale Festival at Wooler
Sunday 24 July

www.facebook.com/Glendale-FestivalWooler-24th-July-2016-355818374488968/

The Mansio at Walltown

Monday 25 - Saturday 30th July
Enjoy a modern take on Roman leisure pursuits.
www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk

99% Super Moon at Cawfields, July

Keep an eye on Twitter for stargazing sessions in the National Park
or log on to: www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/events

© Heather Parr

Wool on the Wall - Hadrian’s Wall
Farmers Market at Greenhead

Wildlife Watch AUGUST

AUGUST

NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK VISITOR GUIDE 2016
Emperor Moth are big green caterpillars now,
they will have been on the wing in May and June

Garden Tiger Moth
fly mainly at night
Pipistrelle Bat

Common Buzzard

Red Grouse

Adder

Emperor Moth
Caterpillar
Heather Moor, Simonside

Heather is in bloom turning the moors a lovely shade of purple.
There are three types of heather in the National Park: calluna (ling),
cross-leaved heath and bell heather. Look to the Simonside Hills and
the Cheviots. Red grouse are only found in Britain and make their
home on moors, listen out for their distinctive ‘go-back, go-back’ call.
Mountain bumblebee hunt out pollen and nectar on the moors
and in the adjoining fields, see if you can spot them by their
bright red bottoms. Emperor moth are in larval form
(caterpillars) at this time of year.
Mountain Bumblebee with its bright red bottom!

What’s On

AUGUS T

Powburn Show & Sheepdog Trials
Saturday 6 August

Entertainment for all the family.
www.powburnshow.com

10th Redefest

Saturday 6 August

Live Music, Real Ale, Kid Activities, Food.
www.facebook.com/redefest.uk

Midges on a hand!

Bats are active at dawn and dusk,
especially near water or when
they emerge from buildings.
The most common species of
bat in the National Park is the
common pipistrelle, which can
eat thousands of midges; other
species of bats are partial to a
moth and other insects too.

Adders bask in the sun, never far
away from cover. They have
their young in late August/early
September; unlike most reptiles
they don’t lay eggs.Young adders
are predated on by common
buzzard. Please do not disturb
adders - they may give you a
venomous bite if prodded, so
best left alone!

High Fell Events - The Clennell
Trail Run Sunday 7 August
Half Marathon, Marathon and Ultra.

Dark Sky Calendar

Saturday 13 August

Perseids Meteor Shower:
12-13 August

www.highfellevents.co.uk

St Cuthbert’s Way Challenge Walk
www.shepherdswalks.co.uk

Falstone Border Shepherds Show
Saturday 20 August

New Moon: 2 August 21.45
Full Moon: 18 August 10.27

www.falstoneshow.com

Kirknewton Sheepdog Trials
Sunday 21 August

www.kirknewtonnorthumberland.co.uk

Sunday 7 August

Traditional show with sheepdog trial and
fun fell race. T: 01668 282123
Gilsland Agricultural Show
Sunday 7 August

www.gilslandshow.co.uk

KIRKNEWTON FESTIVAL

Saturday 27 August

A lively country show for all the family.
www.bellinghamshow.co.uk

Glendale Show at Wooler
Monday 29 August

Bringing town and countryside together.
www.glendaleshow.com

Elsdon Fete

Monday 29 August

www.elsdononline.co.uk
NORTHUMBERLAND
NATIONAL PARK

Thursday 11- Sunday 21 August

EVENT

Walks, talks, events, exhibition and an
evening concert.

Evening Concert

Thursday 11 August

Walking Week

Archaeology Weekend

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/
events

NORTHUMBERLAND
NATIONAL PARK

EVENT

Poems in the air

Follow in the footsteps of
SIMON ARMITAGE and use our
app to download his poems from Summer 2016

Friday 12 - Thursday 18 August
Friday 19 - Sunday 21 August

Stargazing at Cawfields

© Paul Wolfgang Webster

College Valley Show

Bellingham Show

Kirknewton Archaeology Festival

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/
poemsintheair

SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk

Wildlife Watch SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER
Harebell

Greylag
Goose

Collingwood Oaks in College Valley

Heather is still in bloom until September,
when purple bilberries appear. Blue harebell
are flowering on grassy hills. During Autumn
oak, hazel and elm leaves begin to change
colour. Acorns and hazel nuts are ripening.
Blackberries are in fruit and provide food
for insects, rodents and even foxes as well
as a few humans!

What’s On

White Fronted Geese

Greylag Geese

Migrant birds begin to arrive during late
October from Iceland and Greenland.
Look to the sky for skeins of greylag and
white fronted geese.

Acorn

Hazel

Blackberry

SEPTEMBER & OCT OBER

35th Cheviots Challenge
Saturday 3 September

Start/Finish: Rose and Thistle Inn,
Alwinton. Fund raising challenge walk in
aid of Northumberland National Park
Mountain Rescue Team with a choice of
two challenging long distance walks
Enter on line: www.nnpmrt.org

Harbottle Show

Saturday 3 September

Traditional village show in lovely setting.

Upper Redesdale Show
Saturday 24 September

Traditional village show at Rochester.
T: 01830 520968

Butter Waxcap

Parrot Waxcap

Scarlet Waxcap

Snowy Waxcap

Waxcaps, waxy topped fungi, emerge. They
are indicators of an ancient landscape that
is grazed by cattle or sheep but has had
little ploughing, or fertilizer added. They
come in an amazing array of bright colours
and have wonderfully descriptive names.
The best time of year to look for them is
from September to November when they
appear with irregularity, briefly, and are
very weather dependant.

They are not the only notable grassland fungi
- Entolomas (Pinkgills), Corals, Spindles, Clubs
and Earth-tongues are all also good indicators
of high quality fungal grassland too.
www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/about/
conservation-enhancement/ecology/waxcaps/

Wooler Wheel Classic 50/100
Saturday 1 October

100km and 50km for experienced cyclists,
a cycle ride to remember.
www.woolerwheel.co.uk

Pointed Club

Earth-tongue

Yetholm Show

Golden Spindles

Ivory Coral

www.harbottleshow.com

Thursday 8 - Sunday 11 Sept

Experience local history,
architecture and culture.

www.heritageopendays.org.uk

Baafest At Bellingham

Friday 9 - Sunday 11 September

A superb weekend of live music in the
North Tyne Valley with real ale bar.
www.baafest.co.uk

Ingram Show

Saturday 10 September

A small village agricultural show.

www.ingrambreamishvalley.co.uk

Thropton Show

Saturday 17 September

Traditional village show for all the family.
www.throptonshow.co.uk

High Fell Events
Breamish Behemoth
Sunday 18 September

A 42 mile XC MTB challenge.
www.highfellevents.co.uk

Saturday 1 October

www.yetholmonline.org.uk

Kielder Marathon, 10k, Half
Marathon & Bike Run
Sunday 1 - Sunday 2 October
www.kieldermarathon.com

Haltwhistle Walking Festival
Saturday 1 - Sunday 9 October

Guided walks for all abilities.

www.haltwhistlewalkingfestival.org

Alwinton 150th Border
Shepherds Show
Saturday 8 October

Last agricultural show of the year. Fell race,
beer tent, sheep and so much more.
www.alwintonshow.co.uk

Dark Sky Calendar

New Moon: 1 September 10.03

Full Moon: 16 September 20.05
Alpha Aurigids Meteor Shower:
15 September
New Moon: 1 October 01.11

Full Moon: 16 October 05.23

New Moon: 30 October 17.38
Orionids Meteor Shower:
21-22 October

The Sun, October

© Heather Parr

Heritage Open Days

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/
events

Wildlife Watch NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER
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Tawny Owl
Robin

Salmon

Fieldfare

Brook Lamprey
Otter Holt

Sea Trout

Salmon and sea trout make their
way up-stream to spawn and are
often seen leaping up waterfalls.
Good places to see them are
the River North Tyne, River
Breamish and the College Burn
at Hethpool Linn. Look for small
brook lamprey, brown in colour
and eel-like in shape they are
the most primitive of all living
vertebrates. They can be seen
all year round, especially in the
River Breamish.

Otter

Otters are seen in rivers in
Northumberland National Park
all year round, you just need
patience and know what to
look for. Their ‘spraint’ (poo)
is often left on top of rocks in
the river, and their footprints,
with five claw marks are visible
in mud or snow. Otters breed
all year round with an average
of 1- 2 young (pups) born in
each litter. Their den is called
a ‘holt’.

Wood Mouse

Wood mice are active, storing or
'caching' food to feed off over
the winter. They don't hibernate
but keep warm in nests of leaves,
and are most active at dawn
and dusk. Tawny owls are early
nesters, establishing breeding
territories from now onwards.
As the weather turns colder
hedgehogs hibernate, often deep
in piles of leaves.They emerge
in spring hungry for earthworms
and beetles.

Dark Sky Calendar

Waxwing

Robin, a Christmas card favourite,
can be seen at this time of year.
They eat insects and other
invertebrates by foraging on the
ground. Fieldfares and redwings
(types of thrush) and exotic
looking waxwings visit the
National Park from further
north, to find food and enjoy our
much warmer climate! Look out
for large flocks of the thrushes
feeding on the ground in fields
or on any berry-bearing trees.

A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY

New Moon: 29 November 12.18
Full Moon: 14 November 13.52
Leonids Meteor Shower:
17-18 November

New Moon: 29 December 06.53
Full Moon: 14 December 00.05
Geminids Meteor Shower:
13-14 December

Woodhouses Bastle, Coquetdale

Hedgehog

Archaeological lumps and bumps

With the grass short and the sun relatively low in
the sky these special features of the National Park’s
landscape are often brought into much clearer
focus in Winter. The light is really good now for
looking at earthworks. The classic ‘ridge and furrow’
surrounding the Medieval village of Elsdon is
particularly impressive. Also look out for the hillforts
of the Breamish Valley which are the remains of
ancient settlements over two thousand years old.
Winter is the
ideal time of year
to spot these
archaeological
‘lumps and
bumps’!

Woodhouses Bastle is a large fortified,
defensible farmhouse, dating from the
early 17th century, a hidden treasure.
OS Grid Ref: NT 966 003

Keep an eye on Twitter for stargazing sessions in the National Park
or log on to: www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/events

Wether Hill hillfort

JANUARY - FEBRUARY

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk

Wildlife Watch JANUARY & FEBRUARY

Roe Deer

Hazel Catkins

Whooper Swan

Willow Catkins

Badgers

Stoat

Badger footprints

Teal

Wigeon

Wintering wildfowl can be seen
on the loughs along Hadrian's
Wall. Look out for whooper swan,
mute swan, wigeon, teal, tufted
duck and goldeneye. Geese such
as white-fronted, barnacle and
greylag can sometimes be seen,
together with more numerous
non-native Canada geese. Soon
most of these birds will be
leaving, heading off back to
Iceland and the arctic to breed.

Black Grouse

Badgers have their young in
January, usually two or three
cubs which will not emerge
from the sett until spring,
when earthworms become
their favourite food. Their
broad 5-toed footprints
can sometimes be seen in
soil around the setts and in
the snow. Please watch out
for badgers on the road if
driving at dusk.

You

Snowdrops

Snowdrops emerge, their leaves
have hardened ends to help
push through frozen ground.
The insect world slowly begins
to wake up towards the end
of the month as spring nears.
During February ‘lambs tails’
and ‘pussy willow’ catkins,
have started to expand into
golden tassels in order to
release their pollen to the
wind.

can help
us

If you're lucky you may see
roe deer in woodlands. In winter
they form small groups, but are
usually solitary animals for most
of the year.They can often be
seen in Wark, Falstone and
Simonside Forests. Stoats may
still be in their ermine (white
coat) at this time of year; their
coats turn white depending
on day length, but the tail tip
always stays black.

Insect net twitches
Hot June sun beats down on me
Ice-cream shop seems near
Dawn breaks at Padon
Distant skylark and cuckoo
But no black grouse heard

Black grouse are now very rare if you should spot one do let us know !

We are taking part in a survey to record
their numbers. Upload your photos onto
our Facebook page if you see one.
NorthumberlandNP

Summer lapwing sounds
While under clear blue sky bobs
Bright white cotton grass

Sally and Abi - looking for Black Grouse

Some of our staff have been
known to get up at 5am to
search for Black Grouse in
the National Park ! And have
then been inspired to put
pen to paper...

Black Grouse

The mist lifts slowly
Rainbow shines on new view
Deer hides in forest

Abi Mansley
Border Uplands Project Co-ordinator
NNPA

Dark Sky Calendar

Winter is the best time of year to see
the Aurora Borealis (Northern Lights).

New Moon: 28 January 00.07
Full Moon: 12 January 11.33

Full Moon: 11 February 0032
Waxing crescent Moon, February

Keep an eye on Twitter for stargazing or solar gazing sessions in the National Park
or log on to: www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/events

© Heather Parr

New Moon: 26 February 2.58

Aurora over Holystone, Coquetdale
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The farming calendar in Northumberland National Park
Many sheep farmers say the start of the sheep farming calendar starts in the Autumn
with tupping time (when tups/rams are put to breeding ewes, or ‘yows’ as pronounced
in Northumberland), as this is the start of their annual cycle. The calendar below
highlights the main activities for an upland sheep and cattle farmer in
Northumberland; exact dates will vary from location to
location so please use this as a general guide
when you are out and about.

AUTUMN
Lambs

Tupping
time

Late October - November is the start of the upland
hill shepherd’s year. Ewes are gathered into the inbye
fields. The sheep have a general health check and are
often treated for parasites before the rams or tups
(male sheep) are put out to mate with them. You may
see some tups wearing a harness or ‘raddle’ that contains
a block of dye called keel which marks the backs of
any ewes that have been mated to allow shepherds
to tell when their sheep are going to lamb.

WINTER

Bring
cattle
into
sheds

Agri-environment schemes often request cattle to be
taken off the hill in winter months to benefit vegetation
and the species they support. Dates vary from farm to
farm, and can be weather dependant. Cattle are often
housed by December until April or May.

Scanning

Ewes are scanned early in the Spring so farmers know
how busy lambing time is going to be. This also can
ensure that those ewes carrying multiple lambs can
be separated and fed more to ensure they are fit
and healthy for lambing time.

SPRING

Controlled
burning

Controlled burning is a technique used by gamekeepers
and shepherds to manage heather habitats, ensuring
a healthy and mixed aged vegetation, to improve its
value for sheep and wildlife, including red grouse and
golden plover.
The burning season runs from 1st October until
15th April in upland areas, but it often takes place
in March and April due to weather conditions.

Spring
Calving

Lambing

SUMMER

Cow and Calf

Cows
return
to the
hill

Once the weather improves cows and calves are
returned to the hill for the summer, which is really
beneficial to the vegetation and many iconic species
of Northumberland such as the lapwing and curlew.

Clipping
and
dipping

Throughout the year farmers will routinely check and
vaccinate their sheep, for instance dosing for worms and
trimming overgrown feet. In the summer there are two
intensive jobs to be completed, clipping and dipping.
Sheep do not shed their wool and in the interest of
welfare they must be clipped, this is in order to stop
sheep overheating, getting stuck and getting parasites
such as maggots. Hoggs (1 year old sheep without lambs)
are clipped first then the remainder of the adult sheep.
This job is weather dependant too but usually will take
place by July. Once fleeces have had time to grow a little
the sheep are then dipped or treated for parasites
and other illnesses.

Hay
time

Please be very careful in hot dry conditions, looking
out for our fire warning signs in times of extreme risk!

Many of our upland farms will calve cows in the Spring
as well as the Autumn.

Lambing on an upland farm usually takes place in April,
but farms can vary their lambing time between mid to
late March until May depending upon the location of
the farm.
Pregnant ewes are brought in off the open hill into
the fields around the steading (inbye ground).

Please avoid sheep and keep dogs on leads around
pregnant sheep as well as sheep with lambs at foot thank you. If you do find a lamb on its own please
leave it alone, it’s mother knows where she left it
and will be back to look after it soon.

Heather burning

Cows that have calves will be very protective of their
offspring, so please keep away from them and be extra
vigilant if you have a dog with you.

Northumberland National Park has some spectacular
traditional hay meadows. This would not be possible
without the positive management by our farmers.
Wild flowers are allowed to bloom and set seed before
farmers then cut the grass and turn it until it dries; this
allows the seeds to be distributed ready for the next year.
Hay is vital to farmers as it is the winter feed stuff for
stock during the harder months when the grass yield
is poorer.
This job is very weather dependant as you have to
make hay when the sun shines! It usually takes place
from late July into August.

AUTUMN
Autumn
calving
Sheep
and
Cattle
sales

Many of our upland farmers calve in the Autumn as
well as the Spring.

The Autumn is very important to upland farmers as
there are numerous special sheep and cattle sales at
local livestock markets in the area. This is the time
when farmers find out if all the year’s hard work has
paid off.

Archaeology in the National Park

Prehistoric tombs, striking hillforts, curious rock art, Roman
forts and Medieval Battlefields, people have shaped the landscape for 10,000 years. Help to investigate, discover, survey
and care for our rich historic environment. A number of
local archaeology groups welcome new members, or why
not volunteer for the National Park? The Heritage at Risk
programme is a great way to be involved and to make a
difference for future generations. For further information:

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk
Young archaeologists in action!

E: heritageatrisk@nnpa.org.uk

There are opportunities for budding young archaeologists
to get hands on experience investigating the material
remains of past human cultures and learning how
archaeologists study them. If you are aged 8-16 you can
be part of this club. We are also looking for young
volunteers aged 16-25 to be Young Leaders. Interested?
E: npnu-yac@nnpa.org.uk

Walking for Health

One of the main reasons National Parks were
established was to allow hard working people
in nearby towns and cities to recharge their
batteries and improve their health in the best
landscape the country has to offer. If you are
not quite ready to walk independently in wild
places why not try a local health walk?
Enter ‘Northumberland’ in the search box at
www.walkingforhealth.org.uk for short
walks in and around the National Park.
Walking for Health

www.yac-uk.org

Northumberland National Park Mountain Rescue Team
The Northumberland National Park Mountain Rescue Team is a
volunteer organisation (Registered Charity no. 511313) providing a vital life
saving service 24/7, 365 days a year. The team provides search and mountain
rescue services to Northumbria Police, an operational area covering the whole of Northumberland and the Tyne and Wear conurbations some 2159 sq miles. Calls for assistance include
search and mountain rescue, and also search and rescue of missing children and vulnerable
adults in rural, and urban settings. If you would like to help the Mountain Rescue Team by making
a donation go to: www.nnpmrt.org

BEFORE YOU SET OUT

Always tell someone where you are going.
When you expect to be back.

Who to call if you do not return in time.

CARRY THE 10 ESSENTIALS

1 Map & Compass

(know how to use them)

2 Whistle

(to signal searchers if you are lost)

3 Torch
The Team at work
Tess is now a Search and Rescue dog

Tess, as a puppy in training with Brian two years ago

Some of the Team

The new 4 legged team member

Two year old Border Collie, Tess, passed a grueling
three day Search and Rescue assesment in the Peak
District earlier this year. Following the successful
assesment, Tess has become an operational member
of the Northumberland National Park Mountain
Rescue Team and will be responding to emergencies.

Mountain Rescue Team Dog Handler Brian Allport said,
‘Tess is a fantastic dog skilled in searching for missing
persons. She is trained to detect the scent of a person
and then follow that scent to its source. Once located
she will return to me, indicate by barking and lead me
back to the lost person. We can then alert the rest of the
team and get the missing person the help they need.’

Team Leader Iain Nixon said, ‘Dogs are an integral part
of Mountain Rescue; in the period 2007-2014, they’ve
found 132 missing people in England. They can search
large areas of land much quicker than we humans can,
especially at night when they can still use their noses
and we can’t use our eyes. Each search dog can search
an area equal to approx. 20 Mountain Rescue volunteers
due to the size of area they can cover.’
For further information: www.nnpmrt.org

(with spare batteries and bulb to signal
searchers at night)

4 First Aid Kit

5 Warm Drink & Food

6 Wind & Waterproof Clothing
7 Hat & Gloves

8 Extra Warm Clothes
9 Emergency Rations

10 Emergency Shelter

(large poly bag, big enough to get into)

WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU
NEED ASSISTANCE FROM
MOUNTAIN RESCUE

Call the Police on 999 and ask for
Mountain Rescue.

If you are lost, stay where you are.
The Mountain Rescue Team will
soon be out looking for you, even
in the dark.

Take a bite of Northumberland National Park

The UK’s National Parks are well
known for their breathtaking
scenery but, increasingly, visitors
to National Parks are coming to
sample the delicious produce
farmed, grown and brewed in
these beautiful landscapes.

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk

Ingram Valley Lamb

Coquetdale Brewery

Walter Riddell at Hepple Whitefield
has developed a new business
producing Moorland Spirit and
Hepple Gin made using botanicals,
including rare junipers which are
grown on his estate, and in the
Simonside Hills. Hepple Gin is as
invigorating as the north wind and as
refreshing as a dip in a hilltop pool.

At Ingram Valley Farm in the Cheviot
foothills, the Wilson family rear their
award-winning lamb. Fresh from the
fields and the hills, the free range
lifestyle and healthy diet of grasses,
clover, heather and wild herbs gives
the lambs a naturally delicious
sweet taste with a lovely succulent
texture.

In 2010 Coquetdale Brewery was
launched by Rothbury-based father
and daughter, Owen and Caroline
Jackson, to revive a centuries-old
tradition of brewing in the valley.
They now make three brews, using
local ingredients - Thrum, Snitter
Bitter and Simonside Blonde.
Pints on sale in local pubs.

Kielder Organic Meats

Northern Wilds

Low Tipalt Farm Beef

Tarset Valley Marmalade

Kielder Organic Meats based at
Dunterley Farm near Bellingham
provides Soil Association-certified
organic beef, pork, lamb and mutton.
The meat is sourced from organic
farms located at Falstone, right under
the dam wall of Kielder Water.

Northern Wilds is run by Linus
Morton and Louise Hepworth
of Tarset who lead foraging trips
based on years of work exploring
the natural produce that the Northumberland landscape has to offer
and cook up what they find.

Low Tipalt Farm near Greenhead
is run by Jill and David Carr. They
farm Dexter cows and Lleyn ewes
which are butchered locally and
sold throughout the north east.
The farm also provides nesting
areas for waders and other ground
nesting birds like curlews.

Charlotte Lloyd has been making her
famous Tarset Valley Marmalade at
Hesleyside near Bellingham for 20
years.The secret ingredient is the
pure spring water from the hills of
the North Tyne Valley. Look out for
the marmalade in local markets.

Go on - have a taste!

Doddington Ice Cream

www.kielderorganicmeats.co.uk

www.hepple-gin.com

www.northernwilds.co.uk

The Sandstone Way Mountain Bike Route

The Sandstone Way is a 120-mile (193 km) mountain bike trail
between Berwick-upon-Tweed and Hexham. Cyclists are encouraged
to take 3-4 days to complete the route with the ‘fit and the fast’ riding
it in 2 days. Aimed at mountain bikes the route uses existing Public Rights
of Way for most of its length, including an interesting mix of doublewidth dirt tracks, sections of single-track, unsurfaced lanes, bridleways,
and, little known unclassified country roads. Give it a go!

Coffee in Rothbury

Sandstone Way Maps £7.99
Available at Tourist
Information Centres
www.sandstoneway.co.uk

A Pro - on the Sandstone Way

www.ingramvalley.co.uk

www.tarsetmarmalade.co.uk

Caroline
and Ed
hide a
cache

NORTHUMBERLAND
NATIONAL PARK

GEOC ACHE

© Hexham Courant/ Tynedale Life

Northumberland National Park
is no exception! Here is a small
sample of the fantastic food and
drink suppliers in Northumberland National Park.

Hepple Gin

The ultimate Outdoor Treasure Trails
in Northumberland National Park

The Sill project has launched an Historic Heritage Geocaching
Trail, to help introduce more people to the popular treasurehunting sport of geocaching and the history and heritage of
the magical county of Northumberland. All you need to
get started is a smartphone or handheld GPS device.
Visit www.geocaching.com to begin with, then
explore and discover the ‘caches’ hidden
in unique locations across all
corners of Northumberland
National Park, from Thirlwall
Castle to Wooler.
Great fun for all ages!
www.northumberland
nationalpark.org.uk/
geocaching-trails
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Start your journey of discovery today...
www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/sill

In 2017, The Sill will be the first dedicated landscape discovery centre in the UK
and Northumberland’s newest attraction with a walk-on grass roof and viewing
platform, amazing interactive exhibitions, a cafe celebrating local food and a shop
selling locally crafted gifts. It will host year-round activities for people of all ages.
This year, the Sill activity plan kicks off with an Easter programme of family-friendly
events, with more planned throughout the rest of the year. To book places on
these events, go to www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/events
The Sill is generously supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

NEWS

Millions of people visit National Parks every
year, eager to enjoy their unique qualities,
peace and tranquillity. Our National Parks
are also 'living landscapes', home to diverse
communities. National Parks must be conserved
for the benefit of all, now and in the future they are ‘not ours, but ours to look after.’
Discover the magic of these beautiful places,
find out what challenges they face and take
action to help to keep them safe for everyone,
for ever. Join our campaign: www.cnp.org.uk

Keep to the dark side

Northumberland has the darkest skies in England,
which on a clear night can offer unparalleled views
of the night sky including the Milky Way. This is
an increasingly rare quality that is in danger of
disappearing due to the gradual encroachment of
light pollution into even the most remote parts of
the countryside.
Within the Dark Sky Park, we are promoting best
practice in the installation of outside lighting to
minimise this pollution. If you are looking to install
outside lights on your house, please bear the
following tips in mind:
• Decide how much lighting you need, and go
for the minimum number of units

The Sill: National Landscape Discovery Centre
(architects drawing)

• Ensure that the lights are fully shielded
i.e. so that no light shines upwards
• Use light bulbs of 600 lumens or less

• Go for warm-white rather than a blue-white
LED bulb as these are more easy on the eye
and less polluting.

OPENING
Summer
2017

EXPLORE. LEARN. EAT. PLAY. STAY.

Help celebrate our 60th Anniversary by sharing
photographs and film footage of your visit.

Images submitted will be featured
in an online gallery on our website
and shared via social media.
Images and film can be emailed to:
60years@nnpa.org.uk
Or via Twitter and Instagram using
the hashtag #NNP60

A cold winter in the 1960s

All images featured by Northumberland National Park will be
credited to the contributor.
Thank You!

PLEASE Ensure
that outside
lighting shines
downwards.
Fully shielded
bulkhead lights
are much more
efficient, and
minimise glare.
Unshielded
bulkhead lights
are very
inefficient, as
only a fraction
of the light
shines where it
is needed.

For more guidance go to:

www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/
stargazing
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EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS
Police, Fire & Ambulance Emergency T: 999

NHS Serious Emergencies Hospital
Northumbria Specialist Emergency Care Hospital at
Cramlington T: 0344 811 8111
Cumberland Infirmary A&E (Carlisle) T: 01228 523444

NHS Urgent Care 24 Hour Walk in Hospitals
Wansbeck Hospital (Ashington) T: 0344 811 8111
Hexham General Hospital T: 0344 811 8111
North Tyneside Hospital T: 0344 811 8111
NHS 24 hour helpline (includes Dentist) T: 111
Vets: www.any-uk-vet.co.uk
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